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allies have not only lost operational capacity,
they’ve lost legitimacy and credibility. Of
course, nobody does a better job of discredit-
ing Al Qaida than Al Qaida itself, which has
killed men and women and children of many
faiths in many nations and which has absolute-
ly no positive future to offer the people of the
world.

So even as we target Al Qaida and its bank-
rupt vision, we also know that we have to be
vigilant in defending our people at home. And
that takes aggressive intelligence collection
and skillful analysis. And that demands the ef-
fective and efficient coordination between
Federal Government and our State and local
partners.

And that’s what we’ve seen from you in re-
cent years. We’ve seen your success here in
America in the last several weeks. You’ve
stayed vigilant. You watched for signs. You
stitched together the intelligence. You’ve
worked together, across organizations, as one
team. And then, arrests in Denver and New
York, and still more in Illinois and Texas, have
made us safer.

So I say to every American: You see the
headlines, but here are some of the people
who help write them, who keep you safe. And
I say to all of you, you are setting the standard.
You’re showing us what focused and integrat-
ed counterterrorism really looks like. And the
record of your service is written in the attacks
that never occur because you thwarted them
and in the countless Americans who are alive
today because you saved them. For that,
America is in your debt.

Of course, you know that we’re facing de-
termined adversaries who are resourceful, who
are resilient, and who are still plotting. And no
one can ever promise that there won’t be an-
other attack on American soil. But I can prom-
ise you this: I pledge to do everything in my
power as President to keep America safe, and I
pledge to give all of you the tools and support
you need to get the job done around the world
and here at home, and I pledge to stay focused
on that mission, just as you stay focused on
your mission.

So we all have to redouble our efforts in the
face of a threat that persists. We’re going to
have to draw strength from the values that we
hold dear. We must keep our eye fixed on the
world we seek to build, one that defeats our
adversaries, but that also promotes dignity and
opportunity and justice for all who stand with
us.

To do that, we need you to keep standing
and serving together, every agency, every de-
partment, every branch, every level, one team,
one mission. That’s how we’re going to prevail
in this fight, and that’s how we’re going to pro-
tect this country that we all love.

So thanks to all of you. Continue the out-
standing work. God bless you, and God bless
the United States of America. Thank you very
much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:34 a.m. In
his remarks, he referred to Michael E. Leiter,
Director, National Counterterrorism Center;
and Director of National Intelligence Dennis
C. Blair.

Statement on Storm and Flood Damage in the Philippines
October 6, 2009 

On behalf of the American people, I want to
express my deep condolences for the loss of
life and devastation caused by recent storms in
the Philippines, particularly Tropical Storm
Ketsana. Michelle and I feel great sorrow over
the hundreds of people who have died from
the storms and resulting flooding and the hun-

dreds of thousands more who have been dis-
placed.

In the spirit of our long history of friendship
and cooperation with the Philippines, the
United States has been assisting the people of
the Philippines. Our military forces and civil-
ian agencies have supported local Philippine
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efforts by distributing relief supplies and helped
in rescuing victims from inundated areas of Ma-
nila. As part of this effort, the U.S. Agency for
International Development has so far allocated

$1.8 million to respond to the disaster. As a
longstanding friend and partner of the Philip-
pines, we stand ready to continue our coopera-
tion and assistance in the coming days.

Remarks on Presenting the National Medals of Science and National Medals
of Technology and Innovation
October 7, 2009

Everyone please have a seat. Before I begin
the ceremony to introduce these extraordinary
innovators, let me just mention a few people
who are in the audience today. First of all,
we’ve got some outstanding members of my
Cabinet: Secretary Locke, Secretary Sebelius,
Secretary Chu, and Administrator Jackson. We
are very grateful for all the outstanding work
they’re doing.

We’ve got some wonderful partners in Con-
gress that I want to mention: Senator Jeff Merk-
ley of Oregon; Senator Jim Risch of Idaho; Sen-
ator—Representative Rush Holt—Rush, I al-
most gave you a promotion there—[laugh-
ter]—or a demotion, depending on how you
look at it—of New Jersey; Representative Anna
Eshoo of California; and Representative Zoe
Lofgren of California. I also want to mention
my science adviser who’s doing outstanding
work; Dr. Holdren is here, as well as NASA Ad-
ministrator Charles Bolden. And we want to
thank some of the people who helped to orga-
nize today’s event: the National Science Foun-
dation and its Director, Arden Bement; the
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and its Di-
rector, Dave Kappos; and Linda Katehi, the
chair of the National Medals of Science and
Technology and Innovation Committees. So
give all of them a big round of applause.

Now, it’s also a real pleasure to have so many
distinguished researchers and innovators join-
ing us, although I must admit that I have an ul-
terior motive for presenting these awards today.
You see, Sasha has a science fair coming up, and
I was thinking that you guys could give us a few
tips. [Laughter] Michelle and I are a little rusty
on our science.

In all seriousness, it is a privilege to present
these medals, our Nation’s highest honor for
scientific and technological achievement, to the

folks who’ve come here today from all parts of
our country and all areas of scientific investiga-
tion. The scientists in this room have plumbed
the furthest reaches of the universe and the
deepest recesses of the human mind; they’ve
sequenced the human genome and stimulated
the workings of the atom; they’ve developed
technologies that have greatly improved our un-
derstanding of the human body and the natural
world; and they’ve fostered innovations that
have saved millions of lives and improved
countless more.

So this Nation owes all of you an enormous
debt of gratitude far greater than any medal can
bestow. And we recognize your contributions,
but we also celebrate the incredible contribu-
tions of the scientific endeavor itself. We see
the promise, not just for our economy, but for
our health and well being, in the human capaci-
ty for creativity and ingenuity. And we are re-
minded of the power of free and open inquiry,
which is not only at the heart of all of your work,
but at the heart of this experiment we call
America, because throughout our history, amid
tumult and war and against tough odds, this Na-
tion has always looked toward the future and
then led the way. It was during the darkest days
of the Civil War that President Lincoln estab-
lished the land-grant colleges and the National
Academy of Science. It was during World War
II that President Roosevelt requested that Van-
nevar Bush, his science adviser and a future re-
cipient of the National Medal of Science, out-
line a set of policies to maintain our scientific
and technological leadership in the 20th centu-
ry.

And it was in the years that followed the So-
viet launch of Sputnik, the first artificial satellite
to orbit the Earth, that the United States would
create DARPA, NASA, and the National
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